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Temel bilimlere ait argimanlar kullanarak felsefi,

etik, dini yahut saglikla ilgili pozisyonlar elestirenler

genellikle bilimcilik suclamasiyla karsilasmaktadirlar.

Muteakip tig ornek goz onuinde bulundurularak bilimin
nasil sinirlar disina tagip tasmadigina bakilabilir:
Parapsikoloji alaninda acik¢a bilimsel argimanlar
kullanilmaktadir ve bu ylzden elestirilere karsi bir

savunma olarak ‘bilimcilik' suclamasi kullanilamaz.

Alternatif tip ve saglik alaninda bilimsel ve ‘kanita
dayali tibbin temel alindigi oldukca guclu elestiriler
bulunmaktadir, ancak uygulamali bir alan olarak
tibbin amaclan bilimsel amaclarla yuzde yuz
ortiusmemektedir. Olumsuz anlamda bir bilimcilik
potansiyeli salik alaninda bulunmaktadir. Uglincii bir

ornek olarak etik ve siyasi konumlar incelendiginde,

bilimsel amaclarla oOrtismeme cok daha acgik bir
sekilde ontimUze ¢ikmaktadir. Sonucta, etik ve siyaset
gibi alanlarda ‘bilimcilik'ten negatif bir anlamda s6z
etmek zor degildir, ancak bundan bilim disi “baska
bilme bicimleri” oldugu savlarina bir destek de
¢lkmamaktadir.

Critics of philosophical, ethical, health-related, or
religious positions using arguments from the basic
sciences often are accused of “scientism”. Considering
three examples, we can assess if and how science is
transcending its boundaries.Parapsychology is openly
using scientificarguments,and can thus hardly use the

accusation of “scientism” as a defence against critics.

In the area of alternative medicine and health, strong
criticism exists founded on science and ‘evidence-

based medicine”; however, as an applied discipline,

the aims of medicine and science do not coincide a
hundred percent. There is a negative potential for
scientism in health. As a third example, examining
ethical and political positions, the lack of overlap

with scientific aims is more readily apparent. After all,

in fields like ethics and politics, it is not hard to talk
about scientism in a negative sense, but this does not
support arguments to the effect that there are ‘other
ways of knowing” outside science.
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Egitimini Bogazici Universitesi ve Johns Hopkins Universitesinde
tamamlayan Taner Edis halen ABD Missouri eyaletinde bulunan
Truman Devlet Universitesinde fizik profesoriidiir. Teorik fizikteki
calismalarinin yani sira bilim din iliskisi basta olmak Uzere
byuk olgde bilim tarihi ve felsefesi alaninda eserler vermistir.
Yayimlanan son eserleri arasinda “Gelisen islam”kitabi bulunmakta
ayrica popiiler sergilerdeki Islam bilim tarihinin temsiliyeti iizerine
ele aldigi ve yakinda cikacak olan “1001 Tahrifat” adli edisyon kitap
¢calismasi bulunmaktadir.

Taner Edis is a professor of physics at Truman State University in
Missouri,U.S.A, trained at Bosphorus University and Johns Hopkins
University. Alongside his work in theoretical physics, he has
published widely in the area of history and philosophy of science,
including on the relation between science and religion.Among his
latest books are “Islam Evolving” and a forthcoming edited volume
“1001 Distortions” on the representation of Islamic history of
science in popular exhibitions.




